Domenico Cimarosa

Seven Sonatas

Arranged for guitar by Rod Protheroe



Domenico Cimarosa (1749 — 1801)

Domenico Cimarosa was an Italian composer of the Neapolitan School and of the Classical
period. He wrote more than eighty operas, the best known of which is Il Matrimonio Segreto
(1792) It is said only Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro (1786) was more popular: in the 19th
century the French writer Stendhal claimed he’d rather be hanged than to say whether he
preferred the music of Mozart or Cimarosa. Most of Cimarosa’s operas are comedies. He also
wrote instrumental works and church music.

Cimarosa wrote a large number of piano sonatas, which were only discovered in the 1920s. It
is estimated there are over 80 single-movement works, but it is thought that many of these
may in fact belong with each other as three-movement works.

I have titled the sonatas with the original key, although these are always the same as those in
my arrangements.
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The beginning of Andante con Moto, Sonata 79, from a manuscript held by the Royal
College of Music. The title page reads

“Sonala / Per i Fortepians / Composta / Dol Ségmf’” Cimaresa’”.

It comprises four sonatas: Allegro Brioso, Largo and Allegro (grouped as #78), Andante
con Moto (#79), Allegro Con Brio (#80)

Faber Guitar Series Edited by Julian Bream

Three Sonatas

It was Julian Bream who brought the attention of guitarists to these sonatas,
with his publication in 1968 of his arrangements of three of them.

Title page

A puppet version of Il matrimonio segreto by the Sons Marionette Company



Sonata 72 - Allegro in G Minor

Arranged for guitar by Rod Protheroe Domenico Cimarosa (1749 -1801)

Allegro
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Sonata 33 - Moderato in G minor

Arranged for guitar by Rod Protheroe

Domenico Cimarosa (1749 - 1801)
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Sonata 79 - Andante Con Moto in D Minor

Arranged for guitar by Rod Protheroe Domenico Cimarosa (1749 - 1801)

Andante con moto

Domenico Cimarosa Sonata 79 10f2
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Sonata 49 - Larghetto in C Minor

Arranged for guitar byRod Protheroe Domenico Cimarosa (1749 - 1801)
Larghetto
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Sonata 35 - Allegro in B pVajor

Arranged for guitar by Rod Protheroe Domenico Cimarosa 1749-1801
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Sonata 9 - Andante in D Minor

Arranged for guitar by Rod Protheroe Domenico Cimarosa (1749 - 1801)
Andante V—
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Sonata 38: Tempo di Giga in Bb major

Arranged for guitar by Rodri Protheroe Domenico Cimarosa (1749 - 1801)
Tempo di Giga
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